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infection.2 3 Perinatal transmission, however, occurs in up to 30% of infants born to Hepatitis B e negative mothers. 2 3 Our main finding is that by virtue of passive-active immunisation, breast fed infants are not at higher risk of contracting infection than formula fed infants. The possibility that hepatitis B virus is present in breast milk is a controversial point,1 2 5 but it is beyond doubt that the virus may be ingested through blood or serum exuding from cracked nipples,6 which is a common occurrence, and it was therefore suggested that breast feeding of infants born to hepatitis B surface antigen positive mothers should be avoided.2 6 We suggest, however, that passive-active immunisation allows these infants to enjoy breast feeding, the nutritional, immunological, and psychological advantages of which are well known. In addition, breast feeding may help to lessen the guilt usually felt by these mothers.
Since The study of urinary kallikrein excretion in children is therefore important in elucidating the mechansim of the development of essential hypertension in later life. The aim of the present study was to investigate whether children who have parents with essential hypertension have lower urinary kallikrein excretion than control children.
Subjects and methods
Sixty five healthy normotensive children aged 7 to 15 years, from different families, were studied in the outpatient department at Niigata University Medical Hospital. Children with organic diseases were excluded from this study. A 12 hour overnight urine specimen was collected, and aliquots were stored at -20°C until assay. Urinary kallikrein was estimated 
